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TRANSPORT

Heavy sHipping company 

RollDock pRoviDes luxuRious 

tRanspoRt foR supeRyacHts 

aRounD tHe globe.

It’s not only Dutch shipyards that are highly 

active in the superyacht industry. Dutch 

shipping company RollDock also plays a key 

role in the world of luxury superyachts. although 

the fleet of multipurpose vessels is often used 

for the transport of heavy modules, windmill 

equipment and completely assembled cranes, 

the semi-submersible aspect of the RollDock 

vessels makes them more than suitable for the 

transport of superyachts. However, this kind of 

expensive cargo – personally attached value 

included – requires special treatment.

“a few years ago, the first superyacht crossed 

our path,’’ says RollDock sales manager, Dennis 

van de velde. “We met the owner of a new 

build, and the turkish shipyard building the 

yacht did not have the right equipment or ramp 

to launch the yacht into the water. therefore, 

From Bricks 
to Water

Once a yacht is secured on board, the 
RollDock vessel can manoeuver outside 
port limits and submerge.

RollDock engineers are 
highly experienced, 
designing saddles for 
the transport of 
submarines and other 
vessels on a daily base.

all photos courtesy of RollDock
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they were looking for another solution to deliver 

the yacht to her new owner, and this is where 

RollDock came in to play. We were able to 

provide a technical solution by using our in-

house engineering expertise.”

Delicate Procedures
by positioning one of the RollDock vessels in a 

stern to position against the quay, the shipyard 

was able to drive the yacht on board by using 

spmts, explains van de velde. “the yacht was 

placed on tailor-made saddles to secure it in a 

safe position whilst on board the vessel during 

this delicate operation. once the yacht was 

secured on board, the RollDock vessel was able 

to manoeuver outside the port limits and 

submerge, enabling the yacht to float out and 

ready to begin her maiden voyage.

“although it sounds simple, it takes a lot of 

expertise to arrange the loading and discharge 

of a superyacht. RollDock had to use its 

engineering experience to ensure a successful 

operation. the engineers are highly experienced, 

designing saddles for the transport of 

submarines and other vessels on a daily base. 

for this particular operation, they had to create 

and design folding saddles, as the support 

could not stay upright during the float out 

operation.”

the intensive contact with the client and the 

shipyard regarding the yacht’s hull shape 

resulted in a precise stowage and operation 

plan. With the help of guide poles and the 

crane’s hoisting belts the yacht was floated out 

of the vessel dock accurately and without a 

scratch. “We handle the transport of any yacht 

as if it’s our own property, so we are always 

keen to protect the superyacht from any 

damage,’’ says van de velde.

Going the Extra Mile
RollDock vessels are not only ideal for launching 

superyachts, however, but also for safely 

transporting them from a to b. Recently, the 

shipping company transported a superyacht 

from italy to the united states of america. the 

yacht owner was looking for a reliable and safe 

solution to transport the yacht to the states for 

a client’s event on board. “of course, these 

superyachts are able to cross the oceans 

themselves,” says van de velde, “however, at 

RollDock, we can provide a safe transport 

solution, and have the yacht delivered at any 

preferred location of the client’s.”

van de velde concludes: “We are proud that we 

can serve the superyacht industry. We often 

transport industrial goods, but a yacht lives a bit 

more. as crew and a sales team, we get a 

glimpse of the luxury life and pleasure a 

superyacht brings. that makes our job extra fun.”

i. www.roll-group.com

RollDock vessels are not only 
ideal for launching superyachts, 
but also for safely transporting 
them from A to B.

With the help of guide poles and 
the crane’s hoisting belts yachts 
can be floated out of the vessel 
dock accurately and without a 
scratch.


